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Introduction 

B idar is the northern most district 
of Karnataka. Situated 740 Kms. 
north of Bangalore, 130 Kms. 
north-west of Hyderabad and 116 Kms. 
from G ulbarga, the city of Bidar with a 
population of 1.72 Lacs (2001 census) 
has a glorious past. Ancient Basava 
Kalyana and medieval Bidar were widely 
renowned for their splendours and as a 
seats of learning, cultural attainments and 
political power. The unique radical 
reformist movement launched by a galaxy 
of sharana pioneers originated here in 
Bidar district and it had profound effect 
on the entire region through the 
centuries. The district has its own charms 
and marvels with pleasant climate 
throughout the year. With the addition of 
University of Veterinary, Animal 
Husbandry and Fisheries Sciences and 
Bidar Institute of Medical Sciences, 

Bidar is fast developing as a hub of 
educational institutions. The jet training 
centre of Indian Air Force has added 
new dimension to the city life with 
roaring aircrafts hovering over the city 
sky. 

Origin of name 

The name of Bidar appears to be 
derived from 'bidiru' which means 
bamboo. The place seems to have been 
known for bamboo clusters in the past, 
came to be known as "Bidarooru" and 
then "Bidare", "Bidar". Though there are 
other versions of origin, the name 
"Bidarooru" seems to be more near one 
and authenticated by contemporary 
literary works. 



















D elhi rulers first headed by Alauddin 
Khilji and later Muhammed-bin-Tughluq 
took control of entire D eccan including 
Bidar. About the middle of the 14th 
Century the officers of Sultan stationed in 
the D eccan rebelled and this resulted in the 
establishment of Bahamani Dynasty in 
AD 1347 at Gulbarga. There were frequent 
warfare between the Bahamanis and the 
Vijayanagar Kingdom. About AD 1429 the 
Bahamani's shifted their capital from 
G ulbarga to Bidar which was strategically 
stronger and had a better climate. In AD 
1430, Ahmad Shah Wali Bahamani took 
steps to develop the city of Bidar and its 
fort was rebuilt. After the break-up of the 
Bahamani Kingdom in AD 1527. Bidar 
became the Capital of the Barid Shahis who 
ruled up to AD 1619. Later Bidar was part 
of the Adil Shahi Kingdom Upto AD 1656. 
On the conqest of Deccan by Aurangzeb in 
the mid 17th century, Bidar became part of 


Brief History 


Bidar is situated almost in the centre of 
G eographical 'D eccan 1 and the eastern 
border of the historical 'D eccan 1 . It was the 
meeting place of several shades of culture 
from the very beginning. 

The history of the city goes back to 
third century BC. when it was part of the 
great Mauryan empire. After the Mauryas, 
Satavahanas, Kadambas and Chalukyas of 
Badami and later Rashtrakutas reigned over 
Bidar territory. Chalukyas of Kalyana and 
Kalachuris also reigned the area. For a short 
period after Kalyana Chalukyas the area of 
Bidar was under the Sevunas of D evagiri 
and Kakatiyas of Warangal. 





Asaf Jah, a Mughal general, was 
appointed as the subedar of the D eccan in 
AD 1713. He had the title of "Nizam-ul- 
Mulk" and he founded the house of the 
Nizams of Hyderabad in AD 1724. The 
Hyderabad state ruled by this dynasty 
included Bidar area also and its rule 
continued up to AD 1948. 

The history of Bidar with lots of ups 
and downs and stories of treachery and 
bloodbath is also marked by good 
administration and development of art, 
architecture and literature. 



Mahmud G awan who came to Bidar 
from G ilan in 1453, won the heart of Sultan 
by his sincerity, honesty and scholarship. He 
lead a life of austerity and used to spend 
most of his leisure time in the company of 
the learned in his Madarasa and in reading 
books. He served under four Bahamani 
Kings. He was appointed as minister, later, 
he excelled as a Prime Minister of the 
Kingdom. He extended the boundaries of 



the empire and brought about administrative 
reforms. Mahmud G awan was a 
distinguished lover of learning and he 
founded the great Madarasa at Bidar in AD 
1472, which attracted teachers and students 
from various parts of east. But 
unfortunately he met with tragic end. Some 
of the nobles who did not like his reforms 
and prestige enjoyed by him conspired to kill 
him. On the orders of Muhammad Shah, 
Gawan was executed on 5th April, 1481. 
Soon after the sultan learnt the truth, he was 
stricken with repentance, fell ill and died 
shortly. The administrative period of 
Mahmud G awan is the golden period of 
Bidar history. 
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The historical 

monuments and sites in and 
around the Bidar city belong 
to different periods of 
history, Pre-Kakatiya, 
Tughluq, Bahamani, Barid 
Shahi, Adil Shahi, Mughal 
and Nizam. As far as, the 
architecture is concerned 
there is a intermixture of 
Hindu, Turkish and Persian 
artisanship. Some of the 
designs and decorative 
patterns seen in the 
monuments of Bidar are 
unique in India. 
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Fort 


Bidar fort is considered as 
one of the most formidable 
forts of the country. Bidar city 
was distinctly planned and built. 
The main citadel complex 
housed the royal palaces, Mahals 
and Mosque. Adjoining to this 
on the southern side, the city 
was built for the people. Both 
the citadel complex and city had 
separate forts for protection. 
The plan of the Bidar city 
fortification is pentagonal. 

There are five gateways in the 
fort for entry in to the city. It is 
the main citadel complex fort 
which is more strong. 


It is built on the brink of the 
plateau. Engineers and 
architects of various countries 
were employed on its design and 
construction. 












Fateh Daiwaza 


Gumbaz Daiwaz 


The citadel fort 
complex is protected with 
three moats which is very 
rare. This palace fort 
complex could be entered 
from the city through two 
main gates on the south 
eastern side by a zig-zag 
passage and well protected 
gateways. The Sharza 
D arwaza and G umbaz 
D arwaza are the main 
entrance gates to palace 
complex. 


















They are massively built and 
beautifully decorated with huge 
domes, arches and paintings. The 
G umbaz D arwaz, is an enormous, 
awe inspiring structure. The 
thickness of its wall is 22 feet, the 
height is 45 feet besides the dome. 
A wide passage links it to Shaiza 
D arwaza. Between these two 
gateways, about three thousand 
armymen could take up position 
for the defence of the fort. 



Share a D arwaza 









Window on 
Sharza Daiwaza 



With number of big bastions, 
large guns number of armouries 
for storage, tunnels for escape in 
emergencies, Bidar fort has got 
many interesting features. 

The Palace complex and city area 
had good water supply system with 
well laid pipeline and distribution 
network. The palaces of Bidar city 
became model to emulate by 
subsequent rulers elsewhere. 

Experts find lot of Bidar influence 
in planning and designing of old 
cities like G olkonda, Bijapur, 
Hyderabad, Bangalore etc., 
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Chandani Chabutara 














Palaces and Mosque 




Takht Mahal 
(Throne Palace) 

The royal Palace was 
built by Ahmed Shah. It was 
the royal residence. The palace 
was fully decorated with 
colored tiles and stone 
carvings part of which can be 
seen even today. It had royal 
pavilions on two sides, with 
lofty arches, and a spacious 
hall, at the back of which was 
the Sultan's room. 
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The building had stately 
dimensions and exquisite 
surface decorations. The 
coronations of several 
Bahamani and Barid Shahi 
Sultans were held here. From 
the royal pavilion which is 
situated behind throne palace 
one can view the valley and 
land below. 
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Tarkash Mahal 


This is said to have been 
built for a Turkish wife of the 
Sultan. From the remains of the 
decorative work found in the 
ornamentation of the walls, it 
can be said that the Mahal was 
built or extended by the Barid 
Shahi Sultans who had kept large 
harems with ladies from 
different nationalities. The 
rooms were decorated with 
stucco work. 
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Rangeen Mahal 


Though small in size 
this palace situated near 
G umbaz D arwaza is 
unique because of its 
decoration with coloured 
tiles and other art work. 
Wood carving done here is 
not only precious but also 
unique. The walls of Mahal 
are adorned with 
MotherofPearl of the 
finest quality inlaid in jet- 
black stone. 
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Floral patterns and 
calligraphic texts are also 
depicted here. Stone 
carving, stucco art are 
other attractions of this 
monument. It was rebuilt 
during Band Shahi 
period. 
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The designs of 
this monument 
represent the blend of 
both Muslim and 
Hindu architecture. 
There are rooms in 
the basement of the 
Rangeen Mahal. 







Shahi Malbakh (Royal kitchen) and 
Shahi Hammam (Royal bath) 


Shahi Malbakh (Royal kitchen) 


This adjoins the Rangeen Mahal 
towards the west. Originally it appears 
to have been the residence of a prince 
or some dignitary. At different periods 
it was used for different purposes. At 
one time it was used as a royal 
kitchen. During Nizam's period it was 
used as a jail. 




The Shahi Hammam (royal bath) 
is situated very near the royal kitchen. 
Quite close to the royal bath and in 
front of the mosque there was a Lai 
Bagh (red garden) so named on 
account of its beautiful layout or due 
to the red flowers grown there. In the 
middle of the Lai Bagh one can see a 
beautiful cistern. 


Shahi Hammam (Royal bath) 






Gagan Mahal (Heavenly palace) 


This was 

originally built by the 
Bahamani kings, and 
some alterations and 
additions were made 
by the Barid Shahi 
rulers. It has two 
courts. The outer 
court was used by the 
male staff and guards. 
In the inner court 
also, there are rooms 
on either side of the 
covered passage for 
the accommodation 
of the guards. The 
main building of the 
palace was for the use 
of the Sultan and his 
harem. 




















Diwan-i-Am (Public Audience Hall) 

This monument was also called 
Jali Mahal. It is situated to the west 
of the Zanana enclosure. The 
building has two entrances, one 
through the east and the other 
through the west. At the backside 
of the main hall, there are three 
rooms. The central room was 
probably the Sultan's chamber 


where he sat before coming 
into the audience hall. The 
spacious halls adorned with 
tile work were perhaps meant 
for ministers and other top 
officers of the court. The 
Bahamani Kings used to give 
audience to invited dignitaries 
here. The hall was fully 
decorated with coloured tiles. 














Solah Khamb Mosque 






























It was an important 
mosque as the Friday 
prayers and state 
functions of a religious 
character were held here. 
It is about 90 metres long 
and 24 metres wide. 

There is a well beyond 
the Southern wall of the 
mosque. Its interior is 
beautiful with provision 
for fresh air and light 
inside. The massive 
columns, arches and 
domes are attractive. It is 
considered as one of the 
largest mosque in India. 

Jami Masjid and Kali 
Masjids are the other two 
important monuments 
from the architectural 
point of view. 













































0 Id N aubat Khana 


The Hazar Kothari 

In case of danger to the life while 
attack from the enemies, the members 
of the Royal family needed safe exit 
to go out of the fort. Such a safe 
passage arrangement can be seen on a 
spot towards the south of the Takhat 
Mahal. It is known as the Hazar 
Kothri. There is a underground hall 
for assembling and from there a cave 
like tunnel which leads to outer wall 
of the fort. 

There is a long gun bastion near 
Virasangayya's temple situated on the 

bank of a. tank known as 
Bommagondanakere. On the 
northern side is the Purana Qila 



This was originally a 
Naubat Khana (Music Gallery). 
Later it was used as residence 
of a commander of the fort. It 
has a spacious hall with a room 
to the west and a platform in the 
front. In the north, there was a 
reservoir to which water was 
supplied from the well. The hall 
has beautiful windows in its back 
through which, a good view of 
the city wall and buildings can 
be had. The platform, which is 
in front of the building, is very 
extensive and it was a place of 
pleasantness. 







Chaubara 


Chaubara means a 
building facing in four 
directions. This is an old 
cylindrical tower of 
22mtrs. height and is 
situated in the centre of 
Bidar town. It was used 
as a watchtower, 
commanding a fine view 
of the entire plateau 
from the top. A winding 
staircase of eighty steps 
leads to the top of the 
tower. 








Madrasa of Mahmud Gawan 


The Madrasa at Bidar founded 
by G awan functioned like a 
residential university. It was built 
and maintained on the lines of the 
Madarasa of Khurasan. The 
imposing and spacious building of 
this institution is considered as an 
architectural gem, and an important 
land mark of Bidar. The structure is 
rectangular in shape and is built in 
an area of 4624 Sq.mtrs. The 
building is attractively decorated with 
blue coloured tiles, the fragments of 
which can be seen even today. Of 
the two towers only one is intact. 
The height of the tower is 131 ft. 

On the front facade Quaranic Verses 
are written. The library that existed 
on the other wing is now destroyed. 





The Madarasa was a three 
storyed building housing a 
Mosque, a library, lecture halls, 
professors quarters, students 
cubicles facing open courtyard. 
The students were taught 
Arabic, Persian languages, 
theology, philosophy, 
astronomy, mathematics etc.. 
They were given free boarding 
and lodging facilities besides 
free education. 
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The teaching staff also lived with 
students. The building was greatly 
damaged due to explosion of gun powder 
in 1695, still it retains much of the 
original architectural features. The 
Madarasa of Mahmud G awan is the only 
one of its kind in India. 

The tomb of Mahamud Gawan 
situated on a wide platform to the south 
of Bidar town is simple structure with 
stone tablet speaking 'unjust execution 1 
and 'martyr without fault'. 


Floor Plan of Madrasa 




























Takht-i-Kirmani 



It is very near to the madrasa towards the fort. 
It is so called as it contains a couch which was 
associated with the saint Khalil-ullah Kirmani. The 
gateway has a large arch. The main arch has four 
smaller arches, built in its sides. The smaller arches 
have been arranged in two rows, one above, the 
other. It is noteworthy that a series of form of 
rudraksha beads have been engraved along the 
border of the arch-head. There is a hall measuring 
9.46 meters by 10.98 metres and it is divided into 
three apartments by arches. In the centre of this hall, 
the coach is placed on a wooden platform, which is 
well-carved and gilded in the Persian style. The local 
people highly rever this couch. 
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Bahamani Tombs 


The Bahamani Sultans 
were fond of constructing 
huge sepulchers. Several 
majestic Mausoleums of their 
period are at Ashtoor, 4 kms. 
east of Bidar. Visit to Bidar is 
incomplete without visit to 
Ashtoor. 














In all there are 
12 tombs at a place 
which together give a 
very impressive look. 
They are huge 
structures with 
beautiful arches, niches 
and lofty domes. The 
tombs of Ahmad Shah- 
al-wali is known for its 
walls on which verses 
are written in gold 
colour with a dark 
background. The 
interior is decorated 
with fine paintings. It is 


interesting to note that 
the Swastika symbol 
has been used in this 
Mausoleum for 
ornamentation. The 
paintings here depict 
lovely contrasts and 
skill of artist in 
blending colors. Urus 
(Jatra) is held here 
every year in which 
both Hindus and 
Muslims participate. 





















The tomb of Sultan Alauddin- 
Shah II consists of tile panels 
and carvings on the black 
stone margins of arches which 
are very impressive. Other 
tombs here are built up of 
trap masonry. The arches in 
tombs are elegantly decorated 
with stucco work. 

























Chaukhandi 



It is the tomb of 
Khalil-Ullah who was 
the preceptor of 
Ahmad Shah. It is 
erected on elevated 
place. The building is 
octagonal in plan. 
There are traces of 
fine decorations on 
the walls of the 
building. This 
prominent building is 
altogether one of the 
excellent building 
constructed by the 
Bahamani's. It is on 
the way to 
Ashtoor. 
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Baridi tombs 


Tomb of Amir Band 


Amir Band, it appears, began 
construction of his tomb 
during his own life time. But he 
died suddenly at D aulatabad 
and his tomb remained 
incomplete. This is an imposing 
edifice constructed on a 
platform, with lofty portals in 
the south. There is a spacious 
hall without roof in this tomb. 


Ah Band too built his own tomb which 
shows great improvement upon the Bahamani 
mausoleums. Its platform measures 47.28 metres 
on each side. The enclosure walls rise to a great 
height. There is a large dome with a circular base 
decorated with niches and mouldings. A mosque 
consisting of an open court, a cistern, a prayer 
hall and an arcade is attached to his tomb. 


The Baridi tombs lie 
about two kms. west of 
Bidar town. There were 
formerly gardens around 
them. The first tomb is of 
Qasim Band. It resembles 
the sepulchers of Wali- 
Ullah Bahamani and 
Kalim-Ullah Bahamani. It 
is built on a platform with 
a flight of well-polished 
steps. Its dome has a 
tapering shape and is 
divided into eight facets. 


Tomb of Qasim Band 
Qasim Band II 



















Tomb of Ali Band 


The sepulchre of 
Ibrahim Band is 
of the same type 
as that of his 
father, Ali Barid, 
and likewise 
presents a stately 
appearance. In this 
building, there are 
three graves, the 
central one being 
that of Ibrahim 
Band and the 
other being of his wives. 
There are other tombs of 
the members of Ibrahim 
Band's family. 
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The tomb of Qasim Band II 
faces, the grave of Ibrahim Band. It 
has been built on a 1.83 metres high 
platform with well-dressed steps. 
The circumference of it's dome 
measures 25 metres. The walls on 
each side have a big arch. The tomb 
of the wife of the Sultan is also by 
the side of her husband's tomb 
here. 



Tomb of 
Ibrahim Band 



Khan Jahan, who was the 
son of Qasim Band, might 
have constructed his 
mausoleum during his own life 
time. It is built with well- 
chiseled masonry and has steps 
on all four sides. The dome 
rests on a circular drum. 
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Savai & D argali of H. Sayyid Us-sadat 


The tombs of much respected 
Hadrat Sayyid Us Sadat Muhammad 
Hanif and his family members. 







Jharani N amsimha Cave Temple 





This is an old Hindu cave 
temple dedicated to Narasimha. It is 
excavated in a tunnel, A legend says 
that Vishnu after killing, 

Hiranyakashipu, slew another giant 
named Jharasura. While breathing 
his last, Jharasura, beseeched Vishnu 
to reside in the cave in which he was 
living and to grant boons to devotees. G ranting last 
wish of his, Narasimha came to live in the cave. 

There is a roughly carved 
image of Narasimha on a 
^ff*' ' ■'3$ stone wall at the end of 
the cave. For seeing the 
diety, the visitor has to 
wade through a canal of 
91 metres. The flow of 
water in the channel is 
continuous. The depth 
of the water in the 
channel is generally 1.37 
metres. A good number 
of devotees visit this 
temple. 


Papanasha 
kshetra is another 
sacred place of Bidar 
city. The Shivalinga 
here is worshiped 
with much devotion. 
The place is 
sorrounded by 
pictursque valley. 



























As the 
place is 

associated with 
the visit of Sri 
Guru Nanakj 
to Bidar it is 
one of the 
sacred place to 
Sikh devotees. 


N anak Jhira Sahib 

The Nanak Jhira Sahib with 
water spring which nestles 
amidst serene and enchanting 
surroundings, is main attraction 
of Bidar town. It has became 
widely famous as Guru Nanak 
Jhira Sahib with its recently 
constructed sprawling and 
splendid G urudwara camplex. It 
is attracting numerous pilgrims 
and visitors from all parts of 
India A sarovar (lake) and 
Amrut-Kunda have been built. 

A number of suites and rooms 
have been provided for lodging 
the pilgrims. There is a G urn ka 
langar where free food is served 
during certain hours, irrespective 
of thier caste and creed. 



















The Bidari articles traditionally 
used by nobility were water jugs, 
wash basins, hookahs, candle sticks, 
cosmetic boxes, dishes, flower 
vases. Now a days as many as 175 
types of articles are being 
manufactured. Among the 
traditional designs traced on Bidari 
articles the 'Poppy flower', the 
'Persian rose 1 and the 'Phool jari' 
are the most popular. In order to 
suit the modern taste new designs 
are also being introduced by the 
artists. Bidari wares standout as a 
unique work of art bringing name 
and fame to Bidar. 


Bidari Ware 


The Bidari Ware forms the 
integral part of Bidar 
Heritage. 'Bidari 
Ware 1 is a special 
style of work 
called 'D amascening 1 in 
Silver. This art was 
developed after being 
introduced by one 
Abdulla-bin-Kaizer from 
Iran around AD 1422. 

The contrast between 
the black oxidised 
background and the 
lustrous silver in lay 
gives beauty to the 
Bidariware. The craftsmen 
follow both traditional and 
modem designs. Silver, gold, 
brass, copper are used for 
inlaying. Lead, tin, copper, zinc are 
used as base material for preparing the 
articles. 





Basavakalyan 

Situated 80 Kms. south west of 
Bidar, Basavakalyana played 
important role in the history of the 
region. As the capital of Chalukyas 
of Kalyan and as Karmaboomi of 
Basavanna and hundreds of other 
Sharanas of 12th Century 
Basavakalyana is fast developing as 
tourist destination. The beautiful 
fort, museum and number of places 
connected with Sharanas are great 
attractions of Basavakalyana. 



Canon - Basavakalyan 














Several places of 
architectural, historical 
and religious interest are 
spread all over Bidar 
district. 
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Dargah of H. Kahalimullah 
(Choukhandi) 

Choubara 

Farah Bagh Mosque and old 
Hindu Underground Temple in its 
vicinity. 


4. Kali Masjid 

5. Sadat spring, Savai and Dargah 
of H. Sayyid Us-Sadat 

6. Maqhbara Mahmood Gavan 

7. Pre-Historic site. 

8. Amir Fakrul-Mulk Gilan's Tomb 


A.S.I. Monuments at Bidar 


Anonymous Bahamani 
Tomb No. 1 
Anonymous Bahamani 
Tomb No. 1 
Choukhandi of Hazrat 
Khalilulla Shah 
Tomb of Ahmed Shah IV 
Tomb of Ahmed Shah Wife 
Tomb of Allauddin 
Tomb of Hassan Khan 
Tomb of Mallike-e-J ahan 
Tomb of Sultan Muhammed 
Shah III 

Tomb of Nizam Shah 
Tomb of Sultan Ahmed Shah Al 
Wali Bahamani 

Tomb of Sultan Allauddin Shah II 

Tomb of Sultan Humayum Shah 

Tomb of Sultan Kalimullah 

Tomb of Sultan Mahmud Shah 

Tomb of Sultan Waliullah 

Delhi Darwaza 

Fort Wall & Moat 

Gagan Mahal 

Gumbaz darwaza 

Gun Powder Magazine 

Diwane Aam (Hall of Audience) 

Kalaz Burz 

Kalmadgi Darwaza 

Kalyani Burz 

Kalyani Darwaza 

Karnatic Darwaza 

Lai Burz 

Large Bastion with Gun 
Mandu Darwaza 


31. Munda Burz with Gun 

32. Old NaubatKhana 

33. Petla Burz 

34. Rangin Mahal 

35. Royal Hamam 

36. Shahi Matbakh 

37. Sharza Darwaza 

38. Solah Khamba Mosque 

39. TakhtMahal 

40. Tarkash Mahal 

41. Thousand Cells. 

42. Dullan Darwaza 

43. Fateh Darwaza 

44. Gateway of Ali Barid Tomb 

45. Madarasa Mahumd Gawan 

46. Mangalpet Darwaza 

47. Mosque Attached to Tomb of 
Ali Barid 

48. Shah Ganj Darwaza 

49. Talghat Darwaza 

50. Tomb of Ali Barid 

51. Tomb of Amir Barid 

52. Anonymous Barid Tomb No. 1 

53. Anonymous Barid Tomb No. 2 

54. Anonymous Barid Tomb No. 3 

55. Anonymous Barid Tomb No. 4 

56. Anonymous Barid Tomb No. 5 

57. Tomb of Chand Sultan on 
Udgir Road 

58. Tomb of Ibrahim Barid 

59. Tomb of Khan J ahan Barid 

60. Tomb of Quasim Barid 

61. Tomb of Quasim Barid II 
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